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“If you compare several representative passages of the greatest poetry you see how
great is the variety of types of combination, and also how completely any semiethical criterion of 'sublimity' misses the mark. For it is not the 'greatness,' the
intensity, of the emotions, the components, but the intensity of the artistic process,
the pressure, so to speak, under which the fusion takes place, that counts.”

v T. S. Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent”
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Editor’s Note
Criterion is now in its fourteenth year, second volume, and I must say
how grateful I am to become a part of this tradition. Serving as editor-inchief has been a humbling experience, and I’ve come to appreciate Criterion’s
value like never before.
I am grateful to the staff for their hours of labor, especially those who
took on special roles as managing editors or lead copyeditors. Criterion: A
Journal of Literary Criticism is a student-run undergraduate journal from
the English department at Brigham Young University. You might notice the
key adjective student-run; our editors are entirely undergraduate students
serving as volunteers. We are fortunate to have a devoted team of whipsmart editors who are tireless in their pursuit of good editing.
The executive team would also like to thank our authors, who have
dedicated hours of their time to this publication as they revised their
papers with the help of our editors. Thanks for your insights, patience, and
willingness to learn and develop the literary tradition alongside us. Thank
you for considering Criterion as you submitted your papers for publication.
We are proud to showcase the outstanding fruits of your labors.
A sincere thank you to our faculty advisor, Billy Hall, who guides
this production from behind the scenes. Thank you also to our illustrator,
Maddison Tenney, who brought this journal to life. We are especially excited
to be featuring more of her dynamic illustrations inside this volume. Lastly,
thank you to the English department at BYU, especially Heather Hammond,
a staunch supporter of Criterion whose assistance has been invaluable.
From everyone on staff, we are humbled and pleased to present the Fall
2021 issue of Criterion.
Hannah Johnson

